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Among Hindus the chief castes are Brahmans (14,000)5 who are of the Karhade, Kudaldeskar, and Shenvi subcastes; Bhandaris, or toddy drawers (25,000); Marathas (117,000), who are largely cultivators; Vanis, or traders (12,000); and Mahars, or low-caste watchmen and labourers (12,000). The Musalmans describe themselves as Shaikhs (4,000). Native Christians are almost entirely Roman Catholics, the only mission in the State being the Portuguese Catholic Mission-They have increased from 2,000 to 5,400 in the last fifty years. The common language is the Konkam dialect of Marathl. The sturdy and docile Marathas of the State are favourite recruits for the Indian army. They also supply much of the immigrant labour in the adjacent British Districts during the cultivating season. Of the total population, 74 per cent, are supported by agriculture,
The soil is chiefly light, and mixed with stone and gravel, and not suitable for the better class of crops.    Of the total area of arable land, 594 square miles, 221 square miles were cultivated in  1903-4;   namely,  rice 97  square  miles, garden          1CU
land 10 square miles, and varkas or hill crops 114 square miles. The staple crop is rice; but the quantity grown is not sufficient for the wants of the people, and a good deal is imported. Excepting rice, none but the coarsest grains and pulses are raised. A species of oilseed, &7, saw-hemp, and black and red pepper, are also grown, but neither cotton nor tobacco. Both soil and climate are against the cultivation of wheat and other superior grains. For these, the people have to look to the country east of the Ghats, whence during the fair season, from October to June, large supplies are received.
Savantvadi, with an area of 54 square miles of forest lands, is rich in valuable teak. Iron ore of fair quality is found in the neighbourhood of the Ram ghat and also near Danoli in the Western Ghats. It is worked on a very small scale, which does not suffice even for the local demand. The Aker stone, a slate-coloured talc-schist, extremely hard, compact, and heavy, is unrivalled for building purposes. Laterite is quarried in many places. Talc of inferior quality is found at Kudawal and in other parts of the State.
Salt of an inferior kind was once manufactured, but the salt works have been abolished. The principal industries of the State consist of gold and silver embroidery work on both leather and cloth; fans, baskets, and boxes of khas-khas grass, ornamented with gold thread and beetles' wings; lacquered toys, and playing-cards; and drawing-room ornaments carved from the horn of the buffalo and bison. A pottery establishment for the manufacture of tiles is now at work in the State, and in 1903-4 a factory was established in the jail for extracting plantain and aloe fibre. Before the construction of the Southern Mahratta Railway